Creation of immunoglobulin diversity by intrachromosomal gene conversion.
Not all vertebrates create an immunoglobulin repertoire through the recombination of individual members of variable (V), diversity (D) and joining (J) gene segment families. In chickens, for example, a diverse set of immunoglobulins is created by intrachromosomal gene conversion of the single variable gene segments of the immunoglobulin heavy and light chain genes. Recent evidence from other species such as the rabbit suggests that gene conversion may be a more widespread mechanism for the creation of immunologic diversity than previously supposed.